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THE EXPERIENCE AND CONCLUSIONS 
OF MR. ALFRED BUNN. 
CHAPTER III. 


Mr. Bunn complains continually of the 
tyranny of actors over managers ; meaning 
of course, the great actors, the “cock 
salmon” of the profession. He concludes 
a tremendous phillippic against them 
with the following paragraph :— “ The 
framer of our language must have had a 
performer in his eye when he compiled the 
word Sexr! for performers never think of 
any thing else. Compliant beyond measure 
when seeking engagements, insolent in the 
‘xtreme when they have once obtained 
them ; and in the exercise of the duties be- 
longing to them, they verify that couplet 
of Churchill at every turn : 

“On this great stage, the world, no monarch e’er, 

Was half so haughty as a monarch-player,” 

Mr. Bunn forgets that there probably was 
atime when these very men, then struggling 
with the early difficulties of an actor’s life, 
immersed in want, and preyed upon by 
sickness, the present being with them a 
time of privation and suffering; the future, 
a deep and solemn gloom with the stars of 
hope twinkling distantly in uncertainty and 
obscurity; had perhaps applied to him, or 
some other manager, who, blown out like a 
dropsical air-bubble, by an evanescent 
prosperity, was too great to listen to the 
application, humble enough no doubt, of 
men who had not made a name. Ah! Mr. 
Bunn, why did you not sometimes engage 
them before they were great men, let them 
blow, ripen and bloom in your own theatre 
under your own patronage? you would 
have secured their services moderately 
enough then, and have retained such ser- 








vice after the public had thrown the laurel 
to your ;rotegee. But many of you mana- 
gers seem to sympathise with that amiable 
creation of Massinger’s, Sir Giles Over- 
reach, When he addresses his nephew : 


“ We worldly men, when we see friends and kinsmen, 
Past hope sunk in their fortunes, lend no hand 
To lift em up, but rather set our feet 
Upon their heads, to press ‘em to the bottom ; 
As I must yield, with you I practised it, 
But now I see you in a way to rise, 
I can and will assist you.” 

The manager is haughty and insolent to 
the obscure actor. What wonder, then, 
that when the obscure actor has, by his own 
exertions, raised himself to honour in his 
profession; when he has rent asunder, by 
means of his own genius and _ personal 
courage, the bonds of poverty and scorn, 
and emerges at last from the valley of 
shadows, darkness, and tears, where lie 
dark forebodings, sad suggestions border- 
ing on madness; and hopes, faint deferred 
hopes, nigh sunk in a wild sea of fears: 
what wonder, then, that the actor, the pet 
—the idol of the public, returns to the 
manager the scorn and tyranny which in 
early life he had received from him ? 

The truly great mind, we know, would 
not act thus; but the world generally is 
not truly great, and few men can conduct 
themselves gracefully in prosperity. It 
has been well said, Adversity tries us, but 
prosperity often ruins us. 

But, Mr. Bunn, why engage such 
troublesome actors: men too, whom you 
say never draw money? eh! why have 
anything to do with them? Hear the ma- 
nager’s answer in his own words: “If you 
do not, you have that small portion of the 
town, the playgoing part (and especially 
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those who paironise the play but not the 
pey) arrayed against you,” 

Well, suppose you do: is it necessary 
that a manager should consider that part 
of the publie who do not pay for admission ; 
men who crawl and sneak about begging 
for orders. Mr. Phelps has not found it 


necessary to engage A or B to satisfy | 


public clamour; we do not believe he 
would submit to such dictation; we hope 
he would not; he does his best to form a 
strong company, he will get that if he can, 
but it nut, at all events he will have a 


working company, men who understand | 


one another, who are not aiming at indi- 
vidual distinetion, but who endeavour col- 
lectedly to produce brilliant effects, who 
constanily remember that they are all to 
form parts of a great picture, all to bear a 
certain relation to each other, and aided by 
the scene-painter, the musician, the machi- 
nist; and, above all, by the master eye of 
the manager, who arranges these con- 
stituent parts, and makes his own spirit 
permeate through, and be made visibly 
apparent in the whole. ‘This, we fancy, is 
the task of a manager, not the parading 
one or two stars amidst a forest of human 
walking sticks, not the production of dreary 
operas, the dramatic part of which makes 
every sensible man doubt whether he shall 
laugh or hiss; or extravagant spectacles 
which remind us of all Holywell-street in 
Hames. <A sober judicious management 
never need engage star actors, and give 


them salaries which it is impossible that | 


they can justly pay. Mr. Macready never 
did it at Covent Garden or Drury Lane, 
and Mr. Phelps has never done it during 
his long and highly successful management 
at Sadler’s Wells, A new school of ma- 
nagers is arising in the theatrical cycle, 
and if the stage is to be saved from degra- 
dation, ruin, and even, perhaps, extinction, 
it will be by their efforts. We see now 
the first red streaks, the early blush of the 
dawn of a new day; may it break forth in 


the richness of meridian splendour, cheer- | 


ing and revivifying, easting fruits and 
flowers, rewards and prosperity to the 
worthy hands who worked in the twilight 
aud prepared the way. 


(To be continued.) 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 








STRAND, 
| Mr. Tom Taylor, has written a new piece 
| which he entitles the ‘ Philosopher’s Stone,’ 
| which was produced on Monday evening for 
the first time, it is highly amusing and 
affords some splendid acting by Mr. L, 
Murray, Compton, Mrs. Sterling, and 
though last not least, in our estimation, 
Miss Marshall. The songs to many popular 
times are amusing, and well executed, the 
piece was quite successful, & with such act- 
ing will be sure to become a favorite with 
the public; the manager has our best 
wishes, and we were pleased to see the 
house so well attended. 
ASTLEY’S, 

The performances here on Whit-Monday 
consisted of a representation of the Affghan- 
istan War, or the Revolt of Cabul, in India. 
Those who are in the habit of visiting 
this place of amusement, know well the vast 
resources the manager has, to carry out a 
perfect representation of the various scenes 
which took place in this part of the world ; 
never has the management given a more 
perfect idea of scenery, costume, and situa- 
| tions, and the manners and customs of a 
people than upon this occasion; the combats 
and skirmishes, are managed with infinite 
skill and judgment, and the acting is really 
clever, the comic parts in particular, by T. 
Barry, Miss L. Pearce, and J. Smith. Mr. 
N. T. ilicks hada character exactly suited 
to his ability, which he played admirably, 
there was some good dancing introduced, 
and the piece is the best done altogether 
of any for a long time past : the scenes in 
the circle are as usual, most interesting, the 
riding of the Infant Prodigy, and the Mel- 
tonian Hunt by the young ladies, should 
be seen to be appreciated We have great 
pleasure in noticing the agreeable “id atten- 
tive manner, in which the box-keepers pay 
attention to the company, which we should 
like to see in every theatre. 

CirT, 
| There has been nothing new produced at 
this theatre, which has nevertheless met 
with a very fair share of success. The sea- 
| son closes on Saturday next we believe, and 








jon that day week, the summer campaign 


‘commences, under the direction of Mr. F. 
F. Saville, for which great novelties are 
| already in preparation. 
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Mr. Lane has engaged between 30 and 
On Whit Monday Mr. G. V. Brooke the | 40 soldiers from the Tower, who go through 


eminent tragedian appeared at this house, | their performance with great tact and pre- 





in the arduous character of King John, in 
which he sustained the part of the recreant 
usurper of his Brother’s throne,—Mr. 





cision, 
grandest thing we have seen on the boards 
of a minor house; but a pressure of other 


This piece is undoubtedly the 


Brooke acquitted himself with his usual | matter on our columns compels us to defer 


' 


ability,—he fully sustained the reputation | 
which his previous efforts in Shaksperian 
Tragedy have justly earned for him. He | 
most distinguished himself in our estimation | 
in the scene, where he discloses to Hubert | 
his desire to have the young Prince Arthur | 
removed by assassination, as a serpent in 
the path of his unscrupulous ambition. 
‘The death scene also, was a fine specimen 
of what superior elocution can accomplish, 
as an auxiliary to the vivid delineation of 
expiring agonies. The house was well 
filled in every part, and at the conclusion, 
Mr. Brooke was called before the curtain, 
as was Mr. Belton and Mr. Johustone. 
QUEEN'S, 

A new drama entitled “The Corn Field,” 
and an amusing faree, called ‘ Drenched 
and Dried,” togetherwith an attractive after- 
piece drew a very full house on Monday last, 
when the whole of the performances past off, 
to the unmingled satisfaction of the au- 
dience. The first named piece, is from the 
pen of the author of the * Mask of Bronze,” 
and does credit to his ingenuity. Mrs. C. 
Beyee, Mr. E. Green, and Mr. Manders, 
all deserve especial notice. ‘The scenery is 
as usual eflective, appropriate, and extremely 
well designed aud painted. 

BRITANNIA SALOON, 


Since our last notice of this establish- 
ment, the chief pieces produced have been 
«+ Adam Winter,” ‘ Mary White,” ‘ Cat- 
tle Stealers,’ ‘* Cherokee Chief” and the 
‘* Mysterious Unknown” for the different 
pieces. Messrs. Bird, Fredericks, Pam- 
ford, Mordaunt, Broughton, Wilton, and 











Mesdames Lane, Lacey, Ware, &c., 
personated their characters with zeal, 
ability, and gaining long and continuous 
applause. The pleasing and well executed | 
dancing between the pieces, by Mr. Smith | 
and Madlle. Rose, is nightly encored. The | 
gentleman is an especial favorite here, and | 
would be an ornament to the boards of any 


for the present an extended notice of it; 


we will however advise our numerous 
readers to go and see it and judge for them- 
selves. 


CremMorné Garpvrens.—On Monday, 
these pleasure gardens wee opened for the 
season, The verdure is rather backward, 
uevertheless the grounds are delightful. 
The amusements consist of a concert, a 
ballet, fireworks, &c., which, upon a future 
oceasion, we shall be particular in noticing. 
The refreshments were of the best quality, 
and reasonable in price. ‘Tbe gardens had 
a most animated appearance; there must 
have been near eight thousaud persons 
present. 

Mr, Pariuips’s DroramMa.—The Queen's 
Visit to Ireland—Wiyde Park Corner.—'The 
above diorama, pained by Mr. Phillips, is 
the most faithful representation of this ever- 
to-be remembered and important event. It 
is scarcely possible to particularise any por- 
tion of the picture as being superior to the 
rest, fur the changing beauty and the vary- 
ing character of the scenery, from beginning 
to end, is so great, that the efforts of the 
artist are equally taxed throughout. It 
embraces all the most striking scenes on 
this interesting occasion, from her Majesty’s 
landing at Cork to her fiual departure from 
the land of Erin at Belfast. ‘There are no 
less than sixty-eight “topics,” if we may so 
call them, of illustration, iu which churac- 
teristic as well as local beauties, are pour- 
trayed in a manner to justify unqualified 
admiration. Mr. W. West, who gives a 
descriptive account of the painting, is well 
calculated to fill the important task he has 
undertaken, his pronunciation being clear 
and distinct, and the selection of music he 
introduces, shows he has well studied tie 
various situations the artist has so cleverly 
introduced. To those who are acquainted 
with the country, it will be a treat, and the 
many who know nothing of this delightful 


theatre. A grand French Historical Mili- scenery, should embrace the opportunity of 
tary drama has been brought out this week, | seeing the most beautiful work of art ever 
to give due effect to the reputation of which, | exhibited before the British public. 
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Fine Arts.—Galerie Robert, Oxford 
Street.—M. Robert the distinguished 


Parisian painter in crayons, has just opened 
to the public this admirable exhibition of 
pastels which cannot fail to attract a con- 
siderable amount of attention from lovers of 
the fine arts. The great reputation this 
celebrated artist has attained, will certainly 
be considerably enhanced in this country, 
by the unrivalled collection now submitted 
to general inspection, and into the minute 
details of which, we shall probably enter at 
a period when our pages are not so crowded, 
as they necessarily must be this week with 
more pressing matter. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 








W. Cotemaw has our thanks, and we shall be sure 
to attend to his wishes the very first oppor- 
tunity. 

Romeo gives very good advice, but who will pui 
it in practice, What rat will be found to put 
a bell round the cat’s neck. 

Memo.—We have much better poetry by us, 
we cannot at present make room for. 

A Sracer.—If we speak as we think, we might 
give offence. Pray excuse us. 

Aw Acror THAT WILL BE.—There are several in- 
stitutions onthe Surrey side—one at Walworth, 
another in the London Road; but the best ir- 
stitution at present 1s Mr. Gilbert’s, late Miss 
Kelly’s ‘Theatre, Dean Street. 

A ProvinciaL Acror.—The Bristol theatre has 
just closed ; the Dover theatre is to let (adver- 
tised this very week ;) the Norwich ‘theatre 
is also closed, but will be shortly reopened by 
Mr, Clarance, The last theatre named by 
the provincial actor we know nothing about, 
except that it is very small. ; 

G. Heat.-—Our business is to deal with actors 
on the stage, not in their private affairs, 

M. Myrers.—The lady may deserve all you com- 
plain of, nevertheless,—she is no less an 
excellent actress. . 

Musica.—Certainly Braham did sing at her Her 
Majesty's theatre filty years ago. Sims Reeves 
is not the only exception of an Englishman 
singing there. 

Onxtanvo.—We prefer Miss Faucit's Rosalind, to 
any other actress of the present time. 

J. Henperson.— A Quarter’s subscription is 1s, 
If sent by post 2s, 

Ivannor.—The loss of one is the gain of two; 
we have no desire to give offence, or deal in 
personalities, but we shall continue to do a 
public duty, 

T. P., Hamesreap, — Please to give your order to 
your newsman,—he will get it every Thursday 
at our Publishers, 113, Fleet-street. 

J. J—If gratuitously,—not in any other way. 

An Amateur,—We never neglect attending if 
possible, 





Macpurr.—The best characters are generally 
given to those who are well educated ; but in 
many instances those who can play the best 
there is a preference given. 

Ryan.— Next week. 

Stace Srrvex.—It is quite impossible for you 
to get an engagement under such circumstances, 

A Sus.—We have no idea where Mr. Smith is to 
be tound at this time. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
THE STRAND. 


It is worthy of remark, that every thea- 
tre in London is distinguished from its 
contemporaries by one or more pecu- 
liarities. ‘The leading characteristic of the 
Strand is the smallness of its size, for 
which it stands unrivalled: it is, in truth, 
the smallest theatre in the metropolis—or, 
as a late celebrated Irishman once remarked 
of a very different object—* its greatest 
peculiarity is its extreme littleness.” The 
building as originally opened to the public, 
was a Panorama, and in it were exhibited 
at different times many pictures which ex- 
cited the admiration, and commanded 
the patronage of the town:—the present 
building is very different to the one at first 
used for the purpose already named, al- 
though it has never been entirely rebuilt : 
when first opened for dramatic purposes, 
and tor some subseqnent period there was 
no gallery,—but one of very tolerable di- 
mensions was erected and added to the 
structure in 1835. The theatre was first 
opened to the public as a place of dramatic 
amusement—under the management of Mr. 
Rayner, the once celebrated delineator of 
stage Yorkshiremen, on Thursday, January 
26 1832, but not without the usual squab- 
bles respecting a licence which excited a 
goo! deal of public attention, and no doubt 
tended materially to remedy the very faulty 
sys‘em heretofore pursued. Neither were 
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pons in sueh a war) wanting: as a specimen 
of the latter—we may quote what was said 
with regard to Mr. Rayner’s opening at last 
without a licence (which he actually did) 
viz., that the action was absolutely taking 
the bull by the horns, John Bull of course 
being meant: another writer was afraid to 
venture into the theatre, to record the per- 
formances, lest an irruption of police might 
turn him owt of a theatre into a Bow-street 
—reporter. Again we find the establish- 
ment termed in nautical phraseology the 
* trimbuilt little freetrader,” and one gen- 
tleman critic clinches the matter by writing 
from his office of business, to the effect 
that the reason he has not furnished a no- 
tice of the performances is two-fold, viz.— 
firstly, because he has been ‘ so very much 
taken up here, and secondly, because he 
was so very much afraid of being taken up 
there.’ On the opening night, Mr. Mit- 
chell, (now an American manager) made 
his first bow to a London audience: Fores- 
ter, the celebrated light comedian (lately 
deceased) was also here,—and Rayner him- 
self appeared in a drama by Mr. Ing, (now 
also defunct) entitled ‘* Love’s Frailties.” 

The stormy events produced by this 
theatre being opened literally “unlicensed,” 
lasted for a considerable period, but we 
have neither time, space, nor inclination to 
revive a subject which has subsequently 
ceased to interest the town. Mr. Rayner 
was succeeded in management by the once 
popular actress and charming singer, Mrs. 
Waylett,—during whose directorship Rede’s 
popular burlesque of the “ Loves of the 
Angels” was produced with great success. 
At this time the theatre was styled the 
** New Strand Theatre.’ In 1833, Miss 
Kelly the once renowned heroine of melo- 
drama, gavea sola entertainment ala Ma- 
thews here, but although warmly welcomed 
and really clever, (in all these respects, be- 
ing similar to the one so very recently 
offered by Miss Emma Stanley at the Prin- 
cess’s) it failed to attract. In October of 


the same year, Mr. James Russell (who| p 


has recently lectured at the Polytechnic 
Institution) became manager of this still 
unlicensed place of amusement, and met 
with a tolerable but not great amount of 
success. It would be wearying and need- 
less to record all the subsequent managers 
of this agreeable little theatre, the more 
particularly because the date of its com- 


mencement being so very recent, our rea- 
ders will merely have to consult their own 
recollections—or our preceding columns. 
Among those under whose direction this 
theatre has been most fortunate and most 
favored with public patronage, was Mr. 
H. Hall, now or very lately of the Lyceum, 
who produced many novelties during his 


career as manager, which greatly attracted 
a 


the town. At this time Mr. Balls (the 
light comedian now dead) and the inimitable 
Mr. and Mrs. Keeley greatly contributed 
to the success of the establishment. 


(To be continued. 








A WORD OF ADVICE TO C, KEAN, 


Sir,—Rumour, as yet uncontradicted, 
points to you as the new lessee of the 
Princess’s Theatre. I presume that your 
object in taking this step is a mixed one: 
firstly, to gain money ; and, secondly, to 
advance the interests of the British Drama. 
It therefore occurs to me that a few words 
of advice from a playgoer of many years 
standing, one, too, who has devoted a ver 
considerable period to the study of theatri- 
cal affairs, will not fail to be acceptable. 


1. You must rely principally on new 
plays. Depend upon it, people never wit- 
ness a piece with so much pleasure as when 
they know that it is written by a living 
author. But let me not be misunderstood; 
I do not mean five act plays written in blank 
verse, but plays of two, three, or even four 
acts, written in vigorous prose. 

2. With regard to Shaksperian plays, I 
feel that I am treading on delicate ground. 
Many of your oye will expect to be 
occasionally regaled with Shakspeare, and 
I do not see how you can disappoint them. 
Your plan, therefore, will be, to make the 
other part of the entertainments addi- 
tionally attractive, so that you may con- 
fidently reckon on good houses at half- 


"3. As Mr. and Mrs. Keeley are to be 
associated with you in the maagement, 
burlesques and ‘‘ screaming” farces must 
be provided for them. But employ the 
same authors who supplied them at the 
Lyceum, such as Albert Smith, Shirley 
Brooks, Tom Taylor, J. H. Stockqueler, &c 





These suggestions are offered in a friendly 
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spirit. 
an actor, and respects you asaman. He 
trusts that your speculation: will prove 
successful. 
C. B. 

[We understand there exists some dif- 
ference as regards various appointments in 
the theatre, and the agreement between 
Mr. Maddox and Mr. Kean, is not yet 
executed. Epiror.] 





ENGLISH OPERAS. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Dear Srr,—We have all of us heard of 
such things as English Operas, but the thing 
intended seems to be merely a melodrama, 


or piece interspersed with songs, not a real | 


Upera, in which the whole Dialogue is mu- 
sical, ‘Lhere have been however within the 
last few years, two exceptions to this,—that 
is,—two real English Operas have been pro- 
duced on the stage ;—the one, the Antigone 
of Mendelssohn, the other, the revived 
work of the great Handel, Acis and 
Galatea.—Both were pertectly success- 
ful. 

May I beg to call attention to the fact, 
that there are also two other English Clas- 
sical Operas by the last named great writer, 
either of which would, I believe, revive 
with the fullest success in the present day; 
I mean Semele and Alcides, either of which 
if well got up, would, I doubt not, be tho- 
roughly well received at the present time. 
For my owu part I prefer the latter, and it 
might add some additional interest to it, 
that it is an opera that has never yet been 
seg y for owing to the death of Mr. 

ich, the Manager for whom it was written, 
the work was laid aside and never produced. 
It is true that much of the music was 
afterwards used by Handel in his Serenata 
the Choice of Hercules, and some beautiful 
scenery, prepared by Mr. Rich for it, was 
afterwards used by Mr. Colman, his suc- 
cessor, to decorate the trumpery that he 
put upon the Stage. Still there is much 
fine music in this opera, more especially 
the first chorus, that has never yet been 
brought forward, and which would, if 
brought forward, be very effective. Semele 
is less rich in chorus, and thus might, per- 
haps, be more easily produced ; but either 





The writer of them advises you as 


of these works would, I cannot doubt, be 
as successful, or nearly so, as fcis and 
Galatea. 

I would particularly wish to point this 
out to the notice of Mr. Vandenhoff; who, 
with his talented daughter, presented so 

beautifully to the English public the classic 
( a .( oS 
| Work of Mendelssohn. 
1 am, dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
dx. 
al. 








PROVINCIAL, 





wee 


Mancuester, THEATRE Royat.—tThe regular 
season closed on the Lith inst., with the “ Vicar 
of Wakefield,’ when a French operatic troop as- 
sumed possession for three nights, and gave a series 
of entertainments. Monday evening, Miss Helen 
Faucit made her debut this season, as Pauline in the 
“Lady of Lyons,’’ and a more beautiful and chaste 
performance we have seldom witnessed. ‘The first 
time we witnessed this lady’s appearance, we were 
quite sanguine of her ability to maintain the chief 
range of characters she assumes. Mr, Vining’s 
Melnotte was a fine personation; Mr. Stephens 
makes one of the best General Damas we have 
ever seen, possessing all that richness of etiquette, 
for which the French character is distinguished. 
We trust this lady’s engagement will be remu- 
nerative to the managementas her dramatic powers 
are universally appreciated. The “ Blue evils,” 
was the after piece,in which Messrs. Graham, 
Stephens, Wood, and his “ rib,” succeeded in con- 
vulsing the house with roars of laughter. 

QueENs THEATRE.—This theatre, after a trance 
of some months, opened its portals for the season 
on the 18th inst. under the management of Mr. 
Egerton, a gentleman highly esteemed, and well 
qualified for the arduous berth of manager. The 
house, scenery, wardrobe, &c., has been refreshed; 
and the company so judiciously selected, that its 
success must be certain. The “Pearl of Savoy” 
was the opening piece in which Miss Travers was 
very engaging. ‘ What’s the Worth 2?” succeeded 
in which Benjamin Bridle, (Rice) and Susan Simp- 
kins (Miss Travers) kept the house in continuous 
mirth. This lady’s style is much the same as Mrs, 
Fitzwilliam, ‘‘ The Flying Indians,” was the signa! 
for departure ; this piece is very cleverly put upon 
the stage, the character well maintained, and the 
scenery, machinery, &c., so well arranged, that 
| it gives the spectacle quite a gorgeous and an en- 

chanting effect. We trust that the ‘“ Queens,” 

| with such a “ tower of strength,” will merit a just 

| and liberal patronage, Miss Clari Harcourt, is ex- 

| tremely clever, and her dancing commanded two 
‘“ enthusiastic’ encores. 

Casino.—Oun the 13th inst. a new ballet, entitled 

| «The Boatmen of the Ohio,” was produced, and a 

more, clever, correct, and faithful picture of 
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“ dominoe,”’ or “ Ethiopian and Western Life,’”’ we 
have seldom seen. Mr. Sweeney is a genuine snow- 
ball, (nigger,) and displays the eccentricities of 
the ‘ darkie’ very cleverly. ‘“* Who is dat knocking 
at de door,’’ was well executed, particularly the | 
chorus, which brought into requisition the full effect 

of the company. Messrs. Griffiths, Herring. 
Vousden, and Maddle. Zitella were rich, and acquit ' 
ted themselves creditably, commanding loud ap- | 
plause, The intervals of the evening, are devoted 
to harmony, in which the comic and sentimental 
powers of the singers seem to delight. 


ConosstuUM.—The harlequinade, entitled “ The 
Peg of Pendleton,” has been produced, with a series 
of beautiful embellishments, by M. Muir. This 
piece has had a very successful run, abounding 
with mirth, wit, and humour, and cannot but delight. 
Mr. Mackay, the African Paganini, is an undoubted 
genius, and would almost puzzle a Philadelphia 
lawyer, toenumerate the different positions in which 
he operates upon his fiddle ; and with which he dis- 
courses sweet music. Messrs. George, Edwin, 

srothers Dempsey, continue nightly to contribute 
to the pleasure and amusement of crowded houses 
with their varied musical abilities. 


AMATEUR PerrorMANCE. —* As you like it,” 
was better patronised on Thursday evening, by a 
number of gentlemen, and on the whole with few 
exceptions, was a very commendable performance. 
The house presented quite an aristocratic array, and 
being well attended. A very clever prologue, writ- 
ten by Mr. Rogerson, was delivered in good style, 
by Mr. Notworthy. 








BramincuaM.—Theatre Royal,—Novelty after | 
novelty is produced at this theatre. On Friday, 
the new play of “Retribution.” written by Mr. G, 
Bennett, of Sadlers Wells, was produced. This 
play has been thought a great work in London, 
and is likely to become a favorite here, from the 
manner it is got up and acted, Mr. Vallaire, as 
Sir Robert Raby, acted with great feeling and 
judgment throughout, and obtained well-merited 
applause; as did Mr, J. Bennett, who performed 
Blackbourn, The part of Edwin, a love-sick 
swain, was undertaken by a young gentleman— 
his first appearance—who, of course, has much to 
learn of stage business, Mr. J. F. Saville, as 
Capt. Rowley, was very good, and Mr. Gardiner 
was capital. But Mrs, J. F. Saville, as Alice 
taby, bore off the palm,—she was bold and ener- 
getic throughout the play. Indeed, the acting 
altogether was very good, and reflects great credit 


} 





on the management. 


NottincuaM.—The Distin family have been 
giving concerts hee, which have been most nu- 
merously attended. The pieces most admired 
were an echo hunting duet, on two French horns 
and a terzetto of Costa’s for the three brothers, 
Their entertainments, on last Monday night, at 
the Mechanics’ Hall, was under the patronage of 
Col Martin and the officery of the Ist. Dragoons, 


Burstot,—Theatre Royal,—1n order to afford 
the holiday folks a treat during the Whitsun week, 
Mrs, Macready opened this establishment for three 
nights, viz, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. 
lhe strength of the corps dramatique, including 


Mr. and Mrs. Maddocks, Mr. Gomersall, Miss 
Cuthbert, Miss Carre, Miss Marsh, &e., bas been 
retained, and a number of interesting domestic 
dramas have been produced; among the most 
attractive of which we may mention “ Victorine,” 
tne “ Flowers of the torest,” the “ Vicar of Wake- 
field,” “ Mr. and Mrs. White,” the * Boots at the 
Lion,” &e, During the three nights, half prices to 
all parts of the house was taken, 


Bristot,.—Banvard’s Panorama,—Thia pleasing 
and instructive exhibition has been on view this 
week, and we cordially commend it to the patron. 
age of the public. Any person visiting it, may, in 
an hour, form a better acquaintance with the kal- 
ing features of American geography than could be 
acquired by much reading and study of maps and 
plans. The views are all painted with the strictest 
regard to truth, and enable the beholder to realise 
some of the most attractive “ glories of the new 
world,” 


Besrast.—The production of Titus Andronicus 
as altered for Mr, Aldridge, the African Roscius, 
who plays the Moor in the tragedy, has been im- 
mensely successful at this theatre. Mr, Sam. 
Cowell, the comedian and vocalist, has also been 
engaged to sing some of his most popular comic 
songs in character every evening. 


Hvurt.—The management of Messrs. Rignold 
and Munro, succeeds admirably—the theatre 
having been very well and respectably attended 
nightly, Next week we purpose giving an ex- 
tended notice of the Whitsuntide novelties. 


GLascow. — Qugens.—The theatre is now un- 
der the management of Mr, Calvert, who has 
secured. a very good company. Every prospect 
of success is before this somewhat small but 
pretty theatre. Mr. W. D. Broadfoot, so much 
esteemed in London, both as‘actor and staff 
manager, has been engaged to direct the stage. 


Kipperminster.—The theatre has been fairly 
attended, Egerton Wilks’s laughable farce of 
“The Railway Station,”’ has been acted several 
times with great success ; the principal characters 
in the piece, particularly those of Jack Robins, 
and Sampson Jones, were extremely well sup- 
ported. 


Lrerps.—Paincess.—The theatre continues to 
be in bigh favor with the inhabitants of this 
locality, being ably conducted, and upon a liberal 
scale of expenditure. The entertainments an- 
nounced for this week, are novel and highly 
attractive, including a new version of the cele- 
brated drama of * The Black Doctor,” written 
and arranged expressly for this establishment, by 
a highly popular London author. 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


Mr. C,. Dillon opened the Sheffield theatre on 
Monday last. 
Miss Laura Addison has been starring it at 
| Coventry. 
| Mrs, Glover’s engagement at the Strand will 
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terminate in June, previous to her retiring from 
the stage. She will appear in most of her favor 
ite characters. 

_ VAUXHALL.—We trust there is still a good day 
in store for Vauxhall, and that the sun of pros- 
perity may shine again upon the Royal Property. 
which we perceive is about to open under the 
direction of Mr, Robert Wardell, whose experience 
in the management of this place of public amuse- 
ment, eminently qualify him for the undertaking. 
Several attractive novelties will be added to the 
usual routine of entertainments at the gardens ; so 
that if we have but fair weather, we may reason- 
ably calculate upon the success of Vauxhall for 
the remainder of the summer season. 

Mr. T. D. Rice.—This gentleman, the origin- 
ator, and for some considerable time the only 
acknowledged illustrator of Nigger peculiarities 
on the stage, purposes, it is said, revisiting this 
country in the course of the summer, for the 
purpose of reviving his black characteristics et 
some of our theatres, 

Mr. Macreapy.—This gentleman, we are happy 
to say, is recovering from his severe attack of 
neuralgic rheumatism, and his gone to Biighton 
for the benefit of his health, and to take a series 
of hot baths, 

Surrey.—Arrangements are being made for 
giving a series of operatic performances at this 
theatre next month, 

M. Benedict announces his annual grand morn-- 
ing concert at Her Majesty's Theatre, on Friday, 
the 2ist of June, under the patronage of Her 
Majesty, Prince Albert, the Duchess of Kent, and 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. 

Mr. Laurent, jun., is to give a concert, under 
distinguished patronage, in the Riding School of 
the Knightsbridge barracks, on Monday, June 3. 

Albert Smith announces his new entertainment 
entitled the “ Overland Mail,” at Willis’s Rooms, 
on Tuesday, the 28th instant. 

We hear Mr. Betty has had an offer of an en- 
gagement at the Marylebone, 

Mr. G, K, Dickinson will proceed to Edinburgh 
at the conclusion of the season at Sadlers Wells, 

Messrs, Hoskin, Young, Key and Bennet, are 
about opening the Windsor theatre. 

Pustic Taste.—The public taste has greatly 
changed in every respect of late years, and in no- 
thing isit more perceptible, than in the preference 
which is given to foreigners in our theatrical per- 
formances, Englishmen neglect their own na- 
tional theatres, and actors, while they flock by 
hundreds, to the Italian Opera and French plays, 
where not one twelfth part understand a word of 
what is said. If you enquire ‘their reasons for 
frequenting such places, they reply that it is 
fashionable ; and that they are attended by the 
elite ; nowis this not absurd? surely they must 
forget that Shakespere was their countryman ; are 
they ashamed of him? I should hope not, if they 
are not, then why do they frequent such places, to 
the detriment .of their native talent. But it is 
to be hoped that there are brighter days in store 
for the Drama, and that the Nation will 
awake out of its dream, and shake off its foreign 
appendages ; and remembering the old phon. 
charity begins at home, encourage their own 
talented countrymen, 








Tue Pxitosorny oF A Paristan AcTRESs—W® 
have had a little scandal as to one of the prettiest 
actresses of the day. A young nobleman of some 
wealth had squandered his fortune upon her, of 
which she had saved a hundred thousand franes, 
He ended his folly by proposing marriage, which 
she declined. The refusal astonishing one of her 
friends, she asked the reason? The answer was, 
that he would spend her hundred thousand francs, 
She was then told that she was ungrateful: to 
which she replied, she thought she was showing 
the deepest gratitude in keep:ng securely, what 
be had given her.” 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





Mr. HENRY TYRRELL, Teacuer of Eto- 
cuTION, 46, King Square, Goswell Street Road.— 
Terms, Half-a-Guinea (paid in advance) for Three 
Lessons.—“ Mr, Tyrrell has been a provincial 
tragedian, and is at present a Teacher of Elo- 
cution. He is well adapted, both by nature and 
art, for the task he has undertaken.”—ILuvs- 
TRATED FaMiLy JoURNAL, 

“He illustrated the various classifications of the 
art ina very clear and distinct manner, and his 
readings from Bulwer, Marston, and Shakspere, 
were marked by a thorough knowledge of his art, 
and a masterly mind, This gentleman, we un- 
derstand, gives lessons, which we think, from 
what we saw of him, he is fully qualified to 
undertake,”’—THEaTRICAL JOURNAL. 

“In the recitation of Eugene Aram‘s dream, 
Mr, Tyrrell realised a fearful picture of mental 
agony and utter prostration of soul. Hood's 
poem as delivered by him, is a finer sermon against 
murder, than was ever fulminated from the pul- 
pit.” —Lirerary REviEw. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning, 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during their trials. 
—A cast in plaster of Mr, O'Connor, with a ‘er 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hal] and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S Exurarrion Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from seven till ten—Admittance 1s; small 
room, 6d, extra 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ..csee..seeeee One Shilling. 
Six Months........ee.s:++2. Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months,........+-».. Four Shillings, 
Publishd every Thursday Afternoon at Four o'clock ,for 
the Proprietor, by 8. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet Street; to be 
had of Vickers, Hulvwell Street; Mitchell, 39, Hollywell 
Street; J. Allen, Warwick lane; Scaler, 195, Shoreditch ; 
and all Booksellers and Newsvenders. Agent for the Sur- 
rey side of the Water, Harris, Blackfriars Road. Agent at 
Manchester, W. Hall, 83, Port Street, near Ancoats Street. 
To be haa by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 
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